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Beginning with Lennyâ€™s childhood in Boston and ending with his triumphant conducting debut at

Carnegie Hall with the New York Philharmonic when he was just twenty-five, Music Was IT draws

readers into the energetic, passionate, challenging, music-filled life of young Leonard Bernstein.

Archival photographs, mostly from the Leonard Bernstein Collection at the Library of Congress,

illustrate this fascinating biography, which also includes a foreword by Bernsteinâ€™s daughter

Jamie. Extensive back matter includes biographies of important people in Bernsteinâ€™s life, as

well as a discography of his music.
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Rubin's well-written biography covers Leonard Bernstein's life and his passion for music from his

childhood growing up in Boston through his brilliant conducting debut at age 25 with the New York

Philharmonic in 1943 at Carnegie Hall. As all the famous conductors of classical music at that time

were older Europeans,the young, American, Jewish "Lenny" created a tremendous sensation when

he stepped in at the last minute to substitute for a conductor who had become ill.Lenny realized

from a young age that "music was IT;" that music was what his life was going to be about. The

author writes humorously of the resourcefulness Lenny had to use to earn money for his musical

studies because his father, Sam, did not support a career in music for his son. Sam felt that



musicians would always be poor, like the klezmers in the old country. He wanted Lenny to join the

family beauty business, or become a rabbi. Rubin's lively writing captures Bernstein's

larger-than-life personality and transmits the great joy he found in music throughout his life. She

handles the subject of his sexual orientation tactfully in the epilogue, writing that "In his personal life

Lenny felt attracted to both men and women and had many romantic relationships."The book is well

designed, with a cover picture of young Bernstein characteristically conducting with his whole body

rather than a baton. Engaging black and white photographs combine with the text to highlight his

tremendous contributions to the music world through conducting, composing, and writing classical

music, as well as composing for musical theater such groundbreaking masterpieces as West Side

Story. As a teacher he communicated the joy he felt about music through his innovative televised

lectures, the Young People's Concerts.
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